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in the astronomical sphere., and every thinking German, when
he did think, knew that it was.*
It was other with the territorial settlement and with disarma-
ment. The latter, on which so much ink has been spilled that it
is now almost impossible to distinguish the original problem,
was a measure of precaution, partly a police and partly a political
measure. To represent the disarmament clauses of the Versailles
Treaty as laying down a general and obligatory course of conduct
for Europe is silly. The case for European disarmament does
not, and never can, rest on that treaty. These chapters were
aimed at and intended to be applicable only to Germany; and
their "fulfilment," if dependent formally on law, depended in
fact on force. They were emphatically a "servitude," and they
could not in the actual state of development constitute a moral
obligation on Germany, though many Germans have never
ceased to insist that their preamble constitutes a moral obligation
upon everyone else. There was here no question of any moral
guilt incurred by non-fulfilment; the only question was whether
defiant non-fulfilment was politically wise. There is no doubt
whatever that from 1919 onwards "Germany" deliberately and
systematically violated the disarmament settlement. The wisdom
or unwisdom of such violation is arguable. What is certain is
that after Locarno such violation was not merely criminally
unwise, but that it was contrary to the whole spirit of the new
settlement and to the declared policy of a government which
depended for the success of its diplomacy on its acceptance by
the Allied governments as at least 50 per cent truthful. Yet, thanks
to the efforts of certain highly placed officials and politicians,
with the connivance and even the direct co-operation of govern-
ment departments, Germany was not merely violating the text
of the disarmament clauses, but was actually re-arming under
cover of a new agreement which made armed intervention—for
which there was a clear case—almost impracticable. The
re-arming carried on before Locarno and that pursued afterwards
may not be two different things, but they are most certainly in
* I maintain this paragraph in face of bitter protest from one who knows
Germany better than I do.

